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Further approval needed for smoke-free campus
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

While smokers in the Bowling
Green community may not be able to
light up in their favorite restaurants
or bars soon, those on WKU’s campus
may not be able to smoke at all.
The University Senate passed a resolution, 39-13, in December to eventually stop tobacco use on campus.
President Gary Ransdell said he

needs input from other governing bodies before a final decision is made.
“I have indicated to the University Senate, Staff Council and student
government that when I get a resolution from all three supporting a campus-wide smoking ban that I’ll support one,” Ransdell said. “But I don’t
want to get out in front of any of those
groups, nor do I want to unilaterally
dictate what we do in that regard, because it involves everybody.”

Jim Fulkerson, co-chair of the Faculty Welfare Committee, said previously the resolution outlines a plan
to gradually get rid of tobacco use
on campus in order to make WKU a
healthier institution.
“There have been so many issues
with smoking that affect all faculty and
students,” he said.
Fulkerson said he e-mailed a survey about smoking to all WKU faculty,
staff and students last March.

The results contributed to the resolution, he said.
Fulkerson said that according to the
survey, about 71 percent of the 3,231
respondents said they favored a total
tobacco ban on campus.
The resolution includes one year of
having designated smoking areas on
campus before the full ban would take
effect in spring 2012.
SEE SMOKE, PAGE 6

New building
in Ransdell's
name opens
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

Even though President Gary Ransdell
wasn’t there to see it, the new education
building named in his honor opened on
Monday without a hitch.
“It’s not like I would have been walking up and down the halls checking
what’s going on in all the classrooms,”
Ransdell said with a laugh.
Ransdell was in Frankfort with regents Jim Meyer and Yvette Haskins on
Monday to meet with Gov. Steve Beshear and discuss higher education.
The building, officially known as
Gary A. Ransdell Hall, took two years
of programming, design, site acquisition
and construction to complete, said John
Osborne, vice president of Campus Services and Facilities.
Osborne said there are still some finishing touches to be made before the
building’s dedication in April.
Bryan Russell, director of Planning,
Design and Construction, said the building had been a really successful project,
opening on time and on budget.
SEE RANSDELL, PAGE 7

ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD

WKU Head Coach Ken McDonald talks to members of the press after losing to Florida Atlantic 73-78 at Diddle Arena Jan. 15. So far, the
WKU men’s basketball team is 7-11 this season and 2-4 in the Sun Belt Conference.

BadBreak

New WKU
website to
launch Feb. 1

WKU evaluating basketball programs
after disappointing month
sports@chherald.com

The past week breathed some new life into WKU’s
struggling basketball programs.
But all involved say they’re not out of the woods
yet.
Both the men’s and women’s teams bring two-game
win streaks into the new spring semester, helping heal
what was an unkind winter break.
From Dec. 18 to Jan. 12, basketball went a combined 3-11. That’s a record that caught the attention of
the administration, including President Gary Ransdell.
“I don’t think any of us really saw this coming,”
Ransdell said. “We’ve been embarrassed by some really good teams that we should have at least played
tough if not beaten, and we’ve also lost to some teams
that have very poor RPI rank, and those things should
not happen in our basketball program.”
Not only were several of WKU’s recent struggles
not expected to happen, but many have never happened
before.
At one point during the break, the Lady Toppers —
now 8-11 — were carrying their worst start to the season in 30 years.
The men lost six straight games for the first time in
over a decade and began Sun Belt play at 0-4 for the
first time ever.
“There’s been a myriad of factors, so we have to
evaluate,” Athletics Director Ross Bjork said. “We
know we’re not living up to the standards in recent
history or the long-term history, so we have to do the
right thing and get better.”

news@chherald.com

WKU’s newly-designed website
made its public debut at last week’s
Board of Regents meeting.
The website is set to launch in a series
of three phases, beginning Feb. 1. The
home page, public affairs page, Board
of Regents page and a few
others will be updated in the
first phase. The remaining
pages will be up by Sept. 1.
Bob Owen, vice president
for Information Technology, See a
said visitors should not be preview
disappointed if they come of the
across old pages during the new
website
early phases.
“We can only do so much page 3
at one time, and we wanted
to get the new product out there,” he
said. “That’s the reason that it isn’t all
turned up at once.”
Stacey Biggs, chief marketing officer for Public Affairs, said WKU will
continue to update the website after its
launch.

Dec. 18 to Jan. 22

L
L

By ZACH GREENWELL

By KATHERINE WADE

Men's basketball timeline

SEE PROGRAMS, PAGE 8

L

69-60

WKU's losing streak begins.

114-82

Tops give up 100 points at
home for first time since 2004
in front of 7,326 fans.

81-73

Guard Brandon Peters ruled
academically ineligible the
same day.

L

62-59

L

82-68

L
W
W

Pioneers grab first-ever win in
Diddle Arena.

WKU surrenders 13-point, firsthalf lead.

78-73

Tops fall to 0-4 in Sun Belt for
first time in 29-year membership.

84-75

WKU wins for first time in 40
days.

77-58

Attendance crosses 3,000
mark for first time in three
games.

SEE WEBSITE, PAGE 3
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The Herald publishes a calendar in print every Tuesday and online every day. Submit your events to calendar@chherald.
com. Deadline for the Tuesday print calendar is noon Monday. For more events visit wkuherald.com/calendar

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For instant news
and updates,
follow the Herald
on twitter
@wkuherald

Become a fan of the College
Heights Herald on Facebook.

CRIME REPORTS

tuesday

wednesday

Interfraternity Council Recruitment
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Downing University Center
mezzanine

Interfraternity Council Recruitment
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Downing University Center
mezzanine

Presidents Roundtable
3:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. in DUC 349
Harlaxton Information Session
4:30 to 6 p.m. in DUC 340

thursday

friday

KIIS Study Abroad Fair
11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Mass Media and Technology
Hall atrium

PRISM Concert
7:30 p.m. in Van Meter Hall

Chess Club
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Faculty House

Romeo and Juliet presented by
the Public Theatre of Kentucky
8 p.m. at the Phoenix Theatre, 545 Morris Alley

saturday

sunday

First Lego League State Robotics Competition
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Diddle Arena

WKU Women’s Tennis vs. Union College
11 a.m. at the tennis courts

WKU Swimming and Diving vs. Southern
Illinois
1 p.m. in Preston Center Natatorium

WKU Men’s Tennis vs. Union College
2 p.m. at the tennis courts

Reports

■ Holly Little, Southwest Hall, reported
on Jan. 22 that her Vera Bradley bag
containing 15 notebooks was stolen from
the lobby of Southwest. The value of the
theft was $40.

Arrests

■ Matthew Byrum, McCormack Hall, was
arrested on Jan. 23 for a DUI ﬁrst offense
in Center Street lot. He was released the
same day on an unsecured bond.
■ Eric Smith, Bowling Green, was arrested on Jan. 23 for alcohol intoxication
after urinating on the sidewalk. He was
released the same day on time served.
■ Coy Gibson, Bowling Green, was arrested outside of Hilligans on Jan. 21 for
alcohol intoxication after he was pointed
out by Hilligans security as a possible
suspect in a theft that occurred inside
the bar. He was released the same day
on time served.

Romeo and Juliet presented by
the Public Theatre of Kentucky
8 p.m. at the Phoenix Theatre, 545 Morris Alley

Faculty Oboe and Trombone Recital
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. in the fine arts center, room 189
Romeo and Juliet presented by
the Public Theatre of Kentucky
3 p.m. at the Phoenix Theatre, 545 Morris Alley
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Regents hear campaign update
By CAITLIN CARTER
news@chherald.com

Though WKU hasn’t finished its current
capital campaign, President Gary Ransdell and
Kathryn Costello, the newly-named vice president for Development and Alumni Relations,
already have their eyes set on the next one.
Costello was hired in October during
WKU’s current capital campaign, “A New
Century of Spirit.”
The $200 million campaign, which is set to
end in 2012, is about $25 million in donations
away from being finished, according to agenda
materials from last week’s Board of Regents
meeting.
In her presentation at the meeting, Costello
said WKU’s goal at the end of 2010 was to
raise $175 million. The university has reached
$174.3 million at this point.
Since July 2010, WKU has received $8.3
million in gifts, putting the university on the
right track to reach its goal in about 18 months,
Costello said.
“That’s a pretty steady pace at this stage in
the campaign,” Costello said.
Costello said she feels the positive energy
from this campaign and believes it will translate well to the next.
“We’re very close to the end of this,” she
said. “And after seeing a master plan for years
to come, I know we’ll be planning for another
one.”
WKU hopes to raise more money for endowed professorships during the final stretch
of the campaign, Costello said.
She said the current endowment stands at
$108 million.
“It would be wonderful, and is not at all unlikely, that before the next campaign is finished
we move up to the $300 million range in endowments,” Costello said.
Ransdell said these numbers are exciting
and encouraging to see.
“Not many institutions have recovered
from the recession that the world is still dealing
with,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell, who has known Costello since
the two worked together at Southern Methodist
University, said her “energy, grace and intelligence” will guide WKU through the rest of the
campaign.
“We’ll complete this campaign by June 30,
2012 and knock the socks off this goal,” Ransdell said. “In a matter of three or four years,
we’ll catch our breath and begin planning for
the next one, which will be significantly larger.
That’s just the world in which we live, and
Kathryn will set the stage for us very well.”

Other news from
the Board of Regents
■ WKU gets nursing doctorate
Three new academic programs were
unanimously approved at Friday’s meeting.
The programs include a new Masters of
Accountancy, Doctorate in Nursing Practice and undergraduate minor in child life
programs. All three had been previously approved by other committees, most recently
WKU’s University Senate last fall.
The timing of the nursing degree was
especially important, as approval was necessary to forward to the Kentucky Board of
Nursing by Monday.

■ Faculty keeping up with growth
Provost Gordon Emslie said that, despite
last year's enrollment increase, WKU has
lowered the faculty-to-staff ratio from
19.3-to-one to 19.1-to-one. President Gary
Ransdell said that internationally, this is a
big point of attraction for WKU because
one doesn't see that low of a ratio in other
countries.

■ Ransdell building ready to go;
other construction notes
John Osborne, vice president for Campus
Services and Facilities, said the new College of
Education building was completed on time.
Other completed construction projects
include loop of the High Voltage Infrastructure Project and South Campus renovations.
The new music hall, now under construction, is on schedule and is targeted to be
complete by this December, said Bryan
Russell, director of Planning, Design and
Construction.

■ SKyTeach proving successful
Based on a program at the University of
Texas at Austin called UTeach, SKyTeach’s
goal is to recruit and retain better science
and math teachers in Kentucky, Master
Teacher Melissa Rudloff said.
WKU received a $2.4 million grant in 2007
to create SKyTeach, Rudloff said. Since then,
SKyTeach students have achieved higher
ACT scores and GPAs than the average WKU
student.
Currently, 249 students are actively
enrolled in SKyTeach courses.

WKU's new website, which launches its ﬁrst phase on Feb. 1, integrates the university's social media and news feeds. It will also streamline the design for all the
various colleges and departments at WKU.

WEBSITE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“The last thing I want to have
happen is for this to get stale
again,” she said. “I’m not going to
let that happen.”
Owen said the website should
be an invitation for prospective
students to find out more about
WKU. When prospective students begin looking at colleges,
one of the first places they go is
online, Owen said. The website
gets one chance to make a good
first impression, and they want to
communicate that it's authentic,
relevant and current in that initial
impression.
President Gary Ransdell said
there are thousands of reasons why
people access a university, and the
website is a point of entry for many
of those people.
“A lot of decisions are made in
an instant by going to a webpage,
and if you’re not selling, you’re
not going to make the sale,” he
said.
Ransdell said he didn’t want
anyone to access WKU through
its website and not be informed,
pleased and inspired by what they
find. He said the new design is
current, fresh, timely and inviting.
Robbin Taylor, vice president
for Public Affairs, said the new
website, which is made up of about
30,000 pages, is one of the biggest
projects WKU has undertaken from
a communications standpoint.
Owen said the cost to redesign
has been between $40,000 and
$50,000 for content management

We know the culture of our institution. Good websites can capture
that and give you a
sense of the feel of
the place."
—BOB OWEN
vice president
for Information Technology

software.
Instead of hiring an external
group to build the new pages,
Taylor said the university saved
money by creating it internally
with WKU’s IT department.
“We probably went the most
cost-effective route,” she said.
“The amount of staff hours are
enormous, but we could have spent
lots and lots of money paying an
external group to come in and do
it. We think this will be a smoother
transition for the campus as well.”
Owen said that having his
staff, many of whom are WKU
graduates, create the website is
the best way to communicate their
mindset to the world.
“We know the culture of our
institution,” he said. “Good
websites can capture that and
give you a sense of the feel of the
place.”
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Up in smoke
THE ISSUE: WKU could
soon become tobacco-free,
eliminating the option to
smoke anywhere on campus
grounds.
OUR VIEW: Administrators
should compromise between
the rights of smokers and nonsmokers by actively enforcing
the current rules or designating concise smoking zones on
campus.
With Bowling Green’s City
Commission recently passing
the first reading of the proposed city-wide indoor smoking ban, WKU administrators
have been reminded of many
concerns about smoking on
campus.
In its December meeting,
the University Senate adopted
the Faculty Welfare and Professional Responsibility Committee’s resolution to support a
tobacco-free campus by 2012.
The resolution passed with 39
in favor and 13 opposed, according to the minutes of the
meeting.
Richard Miller, the associate vice president for
Academic Affairs and chief
diversity officer, noted that
some faculty expressed opposition from a smokers’ rights
point of view.
Despite the views of the
committee, the administrators,
who make the final recommendation to the Board of Regents,
said they still want input from
students and the campus community.
The Herald suggests an
update in the vague language
of designated smoking areas

the

WKU should enforce
rules, not change them

VENT
Something on your mind?
Let it out. E-mail us at
opinion@chherald.com.

AUSTIN
WINGATE
Fort Knox
junior

“If you’re going to do construction, don’t disenfranchise students, especially freshmen and
new students who are moving
in. They’ll think that’s all there is
at WKU. Do one thing at a time;
spread it out.”

so that the areas are clearly
marked.
There should also be a
strong enforcement plan in
place before such an impactful
resolution is passed. Deborah
Wilkins, general counsel and
chief of staff, said enforcement
would be the biggest issue as
campus police should not be
“tied up in writing tickets.”
The Herald believes that no
matter how trivial some may
think the smoking issue is, if
someone on campus breaks the
rules, they should be cited for
it. There are certainly enough
personnel patrolling campus
regularly for illegal parking.
Perhaps they could be assigned
to enforcing smoking violations as well.

Voice your opinion on the
potential for WKU to go
smoke-free, and Bowling
Green's smoking ban.
■ Write a letter to the
editor (250 words or
less) and send it to opinion@chherald.com.
■ Comment on this
editorial on our website
at wkuherald.com.
■ Write on our Facebook.

ly could prevent other security
issues.
The decision should give
people the comfort of avoiding
the effects of secondhand smoke
without infringing on any smoker’s freedoms. It would be up to
the administration and law enforcement to ensure the rules are
taken seriously.
We encourage you to
voice your opinion by writing to Student Government
Association representatives
or sending your commentaries to opinion@chherald.
com. It’s your campus; speak
for it.

Besides, having more campus police or other authorities
present around campus regular-

This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Heraldʼs
10-member editorial board.

What do you think?

WHITNEY BROWN
Bowling Green
sophomore

“Parking is hard for commuters.
The campus needs more parking
lots rather than everything else
they’re building.”
LLOREN
FOSTER
AfricanAmerican
Studies
assistant
professor

“If you didn’t want to read or do
any work, why’d you come to
college?”

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The Herald wants to hear from you this semester
You might have read one of these letters from the editor before.
It’s usually the place each semester
where the editor-in-chief makes grand
promises about how we’re going to give
you more of what you want to see and read.
But instead of making a promise this
semester, I’m going to ask for a favor. It’s
a pretty simple favor really, and I’ll even
give you a few options.
All I ask is that you tell us what you
want to see and read in the Herald. Call
us, e-mail us, Facebook us, stop by our
office — we don’t care the medium, we
just want to hear from you.
What do you like about the Herald?
More importantly, what do you dislike?

What aren’t we covering or aren’t covering well enough?
What do you love about WKU? What
really annoys you about it?
Tell us what you and your friends are
talking about at lunch. If something is
pissing you off, we want to know. We’re
like your friend who will always listen.
And maybe together we can do something
about it.
Whether it’s tailgating concerns from
last year or complaints about parking,
food, tuition, textbooks or whatever, administrators don’t know if there’s a problem unless students tell them.
The Herald is here to inform you, but
we’re also here to be your voice on cam-

Contact us
■ Editor Josh Moore: (270) 745-5044
editor@chherald.com
■ Opinion: opinion@chherald.com
■ Comment on speciﬁc stories or
blogs at wkuherald.com
■ Interact with us at facebook.com/
wkuherald and twitter.com/wkuherald

pus. And we can’t do that if you don’t let
us know what’s on your mind.
We’re not picky — we don’t care if
you tell us in the form of a letter to the

editor or just a story suggestion.
You’ll always find a list of contact information online and in every issue of the
Herald.
Starting on Friday, we’ll turn this
space over to you, the readers. But I’ll be
writing an Editor’s Blog throughout the
semester on our website to keep the dialogue going. It’ll be a good place for you
to find out (or ask about) how the Herald
works or why we made a particular decision that week.
Let this be the beginning of a great
conversation this semester.
JOSH MOORE
Herald editor-in-chief
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4. Letters may not run in every edition due to space.
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SMOKE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Ransdell said that making
WKU smoke-free would affect
many people, so it should be
carefully considered.
“We have a lot of people
who smoke on this campus —
students and faculty and staff,”
Ransdell said. “So it’s not an insignificant matter.”
Ransdell said he wants to be
careful when using smoke-free
language regarding WKU’s campus.
He said he doesn’t know if
WKU would unanimously adopt
a policy that bans smoking everywhere.
“We have a lot of visitors
that come to our campus in
large numbers,” Ransdell said.
“So we’re not going to have the
smoke police out there looking

JANUARY 25, 2011

for cigarette butts. Whatever we
have to do has to be reasonable.”
Other Kentucky universities, such as the Universities of
Kentucky and Louisville, have
successfully adopted smoke-free
policies.
Both campuses became completely tobacco-free on Nov.
19, 2009, along with more than
300 others across the nation, in
conjunction with the American
Cancer Society’s Great American Smokeout, according to its
website.
An ordinance regulating
smoking in public and work
places in Bowling Green passed
in its first reading, 3-2, at last
week’s city commission meeting.
First placed on the agenda
by Commissioner Brian “Slim”
Nash in 2007, he said he created the ordinance with people in
mind — even though they may

not agree with it.
Mayor Elaine Walker said that
a recent poll shows that around
70 percent of people who live in
Bowling Green want a smoking
ban and would like to see the local government enact it.
“Just like this, government
enacts regulations to control asbestos and the way that restaurants treat their food,” Walker
said. “They’re enacted to protect
the health of our citizens.”
A second reading of the ordinance was heard during a special
session of the city commission
last night, just five days before
Walker will be sworn in as Kentucky’s secretary of state.
The ordinance was expected
to pass and be enacted in 90 days.
Due to deadline constraints,
the Herald could not include
results from last night’s vote.
Check wkuherald.com for more
on the meeting.

SHOULD WKU BECOME A SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS?

LEVI
DOPIERALA
Summer
Shade junior

ELLIE FISHER
Cynthiana
sophomore

“I think it would be a very good
“I think buildings should be
smoke-free but outside, no. If you idea. Smoking is harmful to
don’t like the smoke, walk away.” everyone so it’d be nice to
have a smoke-free campus.”

PERRI
DOUTHARD
Nashville
freshman

“I would really, really want a
smoke-free campus. Secondhand smoke is really bad, and my
dad smokes but he tries not to
smoke around me.”

MIRANDA
VISSER
Hopkinsville
junior

“I support it because when
you’re walking down the Hill
it’s annoying when smoke
blows in your face.”

MARCUS
MOSELEY
Calhoun senior

“I guess let them do it
(smoke), you can’t tell them
what to do.”

SEAN WOODALL
Gallatin, Tenn.
freshman

“I would disagree with the
ban because I feel that it is
discrimination against people
who smoke. We already have
smoking away from the buildings so no one can complain
about secondhand smoke.”

Friend: Roberts was
'willing to go out of
his way for others'
By LINDSAY KRIZ
news@chherald.com

Louisville
sophomore
Sarah Pettinato remembers
meeting Alex Roberts in her
anatomy class her freshman
year at WKU.
“He had a very dear
heart,” she said. “I noticed
his faith in God. He wasn’t
afraid to talk about going
through anything. God was
his friend.”
Roberts, who suffered
from several bouts of pneumonia, died on Jan. 20. He
was 22 years old.
Pettinato said Roberts was
one of her best friends.
“He was always willing to
go out of his way for others,”
she said. “He’d sit down and
we’d talk it out if I had a bad
day.”
Pettinato said Roberts
was fluent in Spanish, and
laughed as she recalled him
using Spanish in their conversations.
“He just threw in random
Spanish words when we
would talk,” she said.
Roberts was hard-working
and passionate about his future career in nursing, she
said.
“He encouraged me and
knew I would be a good
nurse,” she said. “I want to
make him proud.”
Alumnus DJ Vieu said he
and Roberts had been good
friends for two years.
Vieu said they attended the
same gym and were involved
in mixed martial arts together.
Roberts held a black belt in
the sport.
They were also roommates
until two months ago, Vieu

said, when Roberts became ill
again and moved back home.
“At first we thought it
was the apartment,” he said
of Roberts’ returning illness.
“So he moved back home so
his parents could take care of
him.”
Roberts died at his home
on Thursday after going to
take a nap,
Vieu said.
Brenda
Roberts remembers her
son as a compassionate
man of God.
“He did
a lot of enROBERTS
couraging,”
she said.
Brenda Roberts said her
son worked at Rivendell Behavioral Health Services for
two years and at the Medical
Center as a transporter.
He was a member of Christ
United Methodist Church and
was part of the college program there, she said.
Roberts travelled to Monterrey, Mexico in summer
2009 to help build a church,
she said.
“The church needed computers put together, and Alex
helped with that,” she said.
“He was good with computers.”
Brenda Roberts said her
son was called by God to
become a nurse. He was accepted into the program and
was to begin classes Monday,
she said.
“He had an infectious
smile,” she said. “He loved
being around people.”
Roberts also leaves behind
father Tom and sister Katie, 16.
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What makes a building 'green'?
John Osborne, vice president for Campus Services and Facilities, told the Board of Regents on Friday that WKU is seeking
LEED certiﬁcation for the new Ransdell College of Education
Building.
Here’s what makes the new building green:
■ Extra insulation in the walls
■ Energy-efficient heating and cooling systems
■ Plumbing ﬁxtures are low-ﬂow, which reduces the water
usage
■ Recycling stations throughout the building
■ Energy-efficient lighting with occupancy sensors
■ Reﬂective coating on roof
■ Used native planting materials that do not require irrigation
■ Adjacent parking lot has reﬂective coating
Source: Ben Johnson, assistant director of Planning, Design and Construction

For video of the new
building visit us online at

WKUHERALD.COM

RANSDELL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Crofton senior Jennifer Robinson had her first class in the
new building on Monday. She
said it was a big improvement

from Tate Page Hall.
“It is so bright and welcoming,” she said. “It’s also really
cool because every room has a
SMART Board. I think that will
help us be better prepared to integrate that technology into our
classrooms.”

■ NEWS BRIEF
Journalist Williams to keynote
Black History Month celebration
The keynote speaker for WKU’s Black History
Month celebration has been chosen.
Juan Williams, a political analyst for Fox News,
will give the address on Feb. 8, according to a post on
the Student Government Association’s blog.
Williams has also worked at the Washington Post
and won an Emmy award for television documentary
writing, according to the post.
The address will take place at 7:30 p.m. in the
Downing University Center auditorium, according to
the post.
The event is sponsored by WKU Black History
Celebration and Cultural Preservation Committee,
the Office of Diversity Programs, the WKU Campus
Activities Board, African-American Studies, Academic Affairs, Housing and Residence Life, WKYU
Public Television and WKU Student Activities, according to the post.
—Laurel Wilson

1006 State Street
Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 846-1195

Monday-Friday 11am-9pm
Saturday 11:30am-9pm
Closed on Sunday

Within Walking Distance of Campus

RYAN STONE/HERALD

Madisonville junior Heather Ashby jokes with Bowling Green junior Shane Wood while handing out maps to students at the new Ransdell College of Education Building on Monday, which was the ﬁrst day the building was open
for classes.

Cave City senior Nick Carey,
an education major, said he really liked the layout and design.
Ransdell said he takes a lot of
pride in the new building.
“I would like to think that the
performance of this university
over the past 13 years is the rea-

son the board decided to take that
action,” he said. “That’s hardly
my performance, but I am in the
lead — if you will — for our campus growth, our vision and how
we’re transforming ourselves.”
Ransdell said he was very
grateful to have a building

named in his honor.
“This is my alma mater,” he
said. “This is my university, and
I’ve dedicated most of my professional career to WKU. So to
see your name on a building like
that — yeah, that means a lot.
It’s very special.”
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PROGRAMS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

With the lack of results has come mounting pressure
from fans for personnel changes.
The “hot seat” for coaches Ken McDonald and Mary
Taylor Cowles may have hit a fever pitch last week, when
Bjork said in several interviews that WKU will not make
any rash decisions.
Instead, Ransdell and Bjork said that they will continue
to periodically evaluate both programs, and any decisions
will ultimately go to Bjork.
“Neither Ross or I are giving up on this program, this
coaching staff and certainly not these players,” Ransdell
said. “So we’re taking it a week at a time and studying it.
Where we are now is not acceptable. It will be corrected.”
Attendance in Diddle Arena has reflected the fan base’s
temperament this season.
The Toppers drew 7,326 fans for a game against thenNo. 25 Louisville on Dec. 22 but have since had two
games with fewer than 3,000 attendees.
The women are averaging fewer than 1,000 fans per
game after drawing more than 1,000 for every game last
year. The average number of attendees last season was
more than 1,400.
But Saturday, which saw WKU sweep Troy in a home
doubleheader, brought cause for optimism. The Lady
Toppers drew a season-high attendance of 1,236, and the
men’s crowd increased to 3,802.
Both are below traditional standards for WKU, but
Bjork said fans treat purchasing a ticket like a financial
investment.
“People want a solid return on investment,” he said.
“That means wins on the court. Right now, we’re not delivering on that.”
Both programs’ seasons are hardly lost with more than
a month to go before the Sun Belt tournament.
The Lady Toppers improved to 5-2 in conference Saturday, and McDonald said the men have to put themselves
in a position to compete every night.
McDonald said he knows the last week doesn’t make
up for the last month.
But it’s a start.
“We’ve got to stay hungry,” he said. “That’s the biggest thing. We’re well under .500 right now. We’ve got to
continue.”
Reporter Jonathan Lintner contributed to this story.

RYAN STONE/HERALD

Fans sit in an empty section of Diddle Arena during the second half of the Lady Toppers' game against Texas Tech on Dec. 29.
WKU lost 70-60. The Lady Toppers' attendance has suffered all season, as they've averaged fewer than 1,000 fans per home
game with a season low of 616 for the Grambling State game on Dec. 19. The average attendance last season was more than
1,400.

SGA, school officials tour
other student centers
By MIKE STUNSON
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The Student Government Association tabled its resolution to support the Downing University Center renovation project last month,
but the SGA has been hard at work
to get the project underway again.
Nine SGA members, as well as
WKU administrators and architects
for the project, traveled to seven
different universities last week,
examining each of their student
centers to gather ideas for the DUC
renovation.
“To go and see what other people
have done and learn by their mistakes is crucial,” said Jeff Stivers,
head architect for the project. “You
would see some stuff you like and
some you don’t like, all of which
will be able to push us forward.”
The group was given tours by
building managers and students
at Northern Kentucky, Cincinnati,
Ohio University, Ohio State, Ohio
Dominican University, Ball State
and Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis.

PROUD

SGA President Colton Jessie
said he’s ready to bring something
new to DUC.
“A lot of university centers are
built with more of a student feel,
and that is kind of a sobering
thought since ours isn’t as much
that way,” he said.
Plans to renovate DUC began
in November, but when Jessie felt
there was not enough student input
to continue the project at the time,
the resolution was tabled until the
spring semester.
John Osborne, vice president
for Campus Services and Facilities, said the renovation plans are
in their “programming phase — before we put lines on paper.”
“We think that we already know
how much money it will take in the
form of a (student) fee to do that at
a maximum level,” Osborne said.
“Those kind of things are already
in the works.”
Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design and Construction,
told the Herald in November students would pay an extra $140 a
year for up to 20 years.

Osborne is optimistic that this
week’s tour will result in SGA having more information to move the
process along.
“It’s truly a case of Western not
wanting to do this project unless
there’s student support, and student
support starts with student government,” he said.
Jessie said administrator presence was good to have during the
trip.
“They helped, but they let us ask
questions on our own which was
very good for us,” he said.
The first SGA meeting of the
spring 2011 semester is Tuesday,
and Jessie said he expects it to be
a long one.
“We came back with a lot of
knowledge about the student center, so we will need to discuss pros
and cons at the meeting,” he said.
Stivers said Tuesday’s meeting
will need to focus on the plan for
the future with the project.
“The Senate will have to chew
on the issue Tuesday night and figure out what the next step is,” he
said.
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WKU Greek Affairs
Fraternity Recruitment - Spring 2011
ΑΓΡ - ΑΤΩ
Ω - ΔΤΔ - FH - ΚΑ - ΚΣ
ΚΣ - ΛΧΑ
Α - ΦΔΘ - FIJI - ΠΚΑ - ΣΑΕ - ΣΧ - ΣΝ - ΣΦΕΕ

JJanuuaryy 31 - FFebbruaary 4
1/31Monday

6 pm: Mandatory Orientation, DUC 340
7-10 pm: Visit ΚΑ, ΚΣ, ΦΔΘ, FIJI, ΣΑΕ, ΣΧ, ΣΝ

2/1 Tuesday

7-10 pm: Visit ΑΓΡ, ΑΤΩ, ΔΤΔ, FH, ΛΧΑ, ΠΚΑ, ΣΦΕ

2/2 Wednesday

7-10 pm: Open Houses

2/3 Thursday

7-10 pm: Open Houses

2/4 Friday

5 pm: Bid Day

Register online at www.wkugreeks.com
Eligibility: 2.5 High School GPA or 2.25 college GPA (12 or more hours)
For more information, please email greek.affairs@wku.edu or billy.stephens802@topper.wku.edu
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Personnel changes
made during break
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Bottoms up

While students were on winter break, a number of personnel changes took place at WKU.

Beth Laves
WKU promoted from within hiring
Beth Laves as its new associate vice president for the Division of Extended Learning and Outreach.
Laves has worked in DELO, which
seeks to offer credit and noncredit educational opportunities beyond WKU's Bowling Green campus, since the department
LAVES
began in 1997.
She was named the interim DELO vice president Oct. 1
and previously worked as an assistant to the dean of DELO.

Doug Rohrer

ROHRER

Doug Rohrer started Jan. 3 as executive
director of the Central Region Innovation
and Commercialization Center, according
to a university press release.
The center seeks to boost employment
by helping people with ideas for products
and services for businesses.
Rohrer will work alongside Gordon
Baylis, WKU's vice president for Re-

CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

During the back to school night at a packed Hilligans, Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity members socialize while building a
pyramid of empty drink cups.

search.

Jeffrey Katz
Jeffrey Katz, associate dean of graduate
programs and professor of management at
Kansas State University, will be the next
dean of the Gordon Ford College of Business.
Katz will start on June 27, according
to a university press release from Dec.
17. He replaces William Tallon, who left
KATZ
WKU in December 2010 to become dean
of the College of Business at the University of WisconsinOshkosh.

Libby Greaney
Friday marked the last day on the job for Libby Greaney,
former director of Health Services, after more than 16 years
at WKU.
Greaney has accepted a job at Boise State University
as the executive director of the Health and Recreation Services department.
Ann Mead, vice president for Finance and Administration, said WKU is conducting a national search to replace
Greaney and hopes to have the position filled by some time
in April. Joe Harbaugh, professional standards commander
for campus police, will lead the search committee.
—Compiled by Herald Staff

Na

Texting, driving a ﬁneable offense
By LINDSAY KRIZ
news@chherald.com

As of Jan. 1, there has been a new
price to pay for texting while driving
— literally.
Anyone pulled over for texting
is now subject to receiving a ticket
thanks to Kentucky House Bill 415,
signed into law by Gov. Steve Beshear on April 25, 2010.
Between last July and the end
of December, drivers stopped for
texting while driving were given a
warning and information about the
new law. Since the new year, it's
been a fineable offense.
The first offense is a $25 fine, and
any subsequent offenses are $50,
said Warren County attorney Amy
Milliken, who is also a prosecutor
for traffic offenses.
"People think it’s okay to text at a
stoplight or stop sign, but it’s still il-

Naaa

Na

legal,” said Monica Woods, spokesperson for Bowling Green police.
“You can’t text while operating a
vehicle. You have to pull over in a
safe place.”
Anyone under the age of 18 is
also prohibited from talking on a cell
phone unless there’s an emergency,
Woods said.
“There are so many distractions
in life, and these thoughts don't
leave peoples' minds when they're
driving,” she said. “To add one more
distraction can be as deadly as drunk
driving.”
Sgt. John Bailey of the campus
police said the new law doesn't just
include cell phones, but any type of
communication device, which can
include laptops or iPads.
"People don't just text when
they're driving, though it is the most
common occurrence," he said. "Lots
of people end up browsing the web,

Na

checking e-mails, using their iPods
— especially on the highways. People get bored."
Bailey said campus police patrol
campus and the surrounding area all
year, but because students have been
on break, very few texting incidents
have occurred.
However, he said he expects an
influx of citations once students return just to raise awareness before
the number of citations dies down.
"With teenagers, it doesn't stop
till word of mouth gets around," Bailey said.
Campus police records show one
occurrence of someone found texting while driving. The individual
pulled over was not a WKU student
and was also found to be intoxicated.
“No message is worth endangering your life or someone else’s,”
Woods said. “If it were, you’d actually call, not just text.”

Na

10%
off
Wine and Liquor
Must present ad to receive discount
Bowling Green Location Only
955 Fields Way

270.780.9420

Bowling Green, KY
Expires February 1, 2011.
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much! Do your wallet a favor
and come check our prices!
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University Textbook
and Supply
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Emslie, Baylis to
discuss listening tour
results at open forum
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

Last semester, Gordon Emslie, provost
and vice president for Academic Affairs,
and Gordon Baylis, vice president for Research, sat down with departments across
campus regarding WKU's academic future.
Emslie and Baylis will conduct an
open forum Feb. 4 to present findings
from their fall 2010 listening tour.
President Gary Ransdell invited faculty and staff to the forum, which will be at
3 p.m. in the Mass Media and Technology
Hall Auditorium, in an e-mail last week.
The purpose of the listening tour was
to examine and critique the structure and
effectiveness of academic departments
and the institution as a whole, Ransdell
said.
“Their meetings with faculty through
our academic departments have given
both gentlemen an important and meaningful insight into the university’s structure and potential,” Ransdell said.
Ransdell also said the process has
helped Emslie and Baylis gain a sense of
what needs to be changed or improved.
“We’ve learned a lot, and we’ve got
a lot of ideas,” Baylis said last week. “I
think what we want to do is lay out quite

■ NEWS BRIEF
Need a few extra bucks?
Sutton calls for better study
A little jingle in your pocket? abroad insurance policy
Rick Sutton, executive director of International Programs, addressed liability insurance
UTS will give you $10 off your purchase!
for faculty on study abroad trips at last Thursupply
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day's University Senate meeting.
Sutton, who has held his position since
July, said the current liability policy — one
he's "not entirely happy with" — was renewed in December without his approval.
In the future, Sutton said he hopes the plan
is more comprehensive than what's in place
now.
"I'm not a lawyer, but I've been involved
in these debates about study abroad and liability for 25 years," Sutton said. "Any type
of engagement is going to involve some sort

a big vision.”
Baylis said he and Emslie visited all 46
departments last fall for one-and-a-half to
two hours each and met to discuss results
after every three or four meetings.
“We have spent hours upon hours trying to pull it all together and make a big
deal about it,” Baylis said.
Baylis spoke previously about his
proposal to create three divisions within
faculty positions, including a research division.
Faculty who would have a research position would not be required to teach, thus
relieving research efforts from those who
do teach, he said.
Baylis said he will discuss his proposal
in more detail at the forum.
Ransdell said the administration
agrees with Emslie’s and Baylis’ suggestions that will be presented.
“Some of their recommendations are
near-term and some are long-term in context and implementation, but all merit our
full consideration,” Ransdell said.
Baylis hopes these plans will give
WKU the “brightest possible future.”
“We think it’s not just very important
to WKU, but to the future of faculty to
give them flexibility and allow them to
follow their passions,” Baylis said.

of increased risk."
The current policy covers faculty who
lead study abroad sessions for students, but
not for those who travel for research.
Faculty Regent Patricia Minter was on
the subcommittee that first brought up this
issue in 2005. Minter, who went on a study
abroad trip with the Cooperative Center for
Study Abroad, said WKU was pushing study
abroad but not giving adequate protection for
faculty on the trips.
She agreed with Sutton in suggesting the
study abroad office should not have to pay for
insurance.
"As faculty regent, I can't argue with that,"
Minter said. "There are plenty of other people
who could pick up the tab."
— Mike Stunson

JANUARY 25, 2010

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

11

Students' opinions vary on TopperMail
By JONATHAN LINTER
news@chherald.com

Starting Jan. 3, WKU student and
alumni e-mail addresses were converted to TopperMail accounts, which
end in @topper.wku.edu instead of
the customary @wku.edu.
E-mails sent to @wku.edu accounts
will continue to forward to the TopperMail accounts until at least Oct. 1,
according to an e-mail from Gordon
Johnson, director for Administrative
Systems and Applications. The Oct.
1 date is an extension from WKU’s
original deadline, which was March 1.
Faculty and staff e-mail addresses
will remain the same, but they still
need to log in at webmail.wku.edu/
along with TopperMail users.
TopperMail accounts work on
Microsoft’s Live@EDU e-mail system, which Johnson said saves WKU
money and provides students some
resources the university’s old system
could not. Benefits of the new accounts include a larger inbox with 10
gigabytes of storage space, and a Sky-

POINT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“Me and Coach have
kind of been going back
and forth, just talking about
being able to run my team
in different situations,”
Crook said. “It’s just mainly
confidence.”
Crook played the best
game of his career Saturday,
finishing with eight points,
nine assists and eight
rebounds in WKU’s 77-58
win over Troy. The assist
and rebound numbers were
both career highs.
“It was a great win,”
senior forward Sergio
Kerusch said. “It’s great to
come back home and get
one down. This makes two

JACQUELINE
BYRNE
Birmingham,
England
Junior

“I like the new e-mail system. It’s
easy to use, and there’s more
storage. I like how it’s organized.
E-mails can be a lot longer. Overall, I’m happy with it.”

SPENSER
CLAIBORNE
Scottsville
Junior

KELLI LUTZ
Louisville
Sophomore

“Personally, I’m not a fan because
it’s hard to navigate through. The
old one is more efficient.”

“It’s kind of unnecessary. I still had
problems with the old e-mail.”

Poll compiled by LINDSAY KRIZ
Drive, where users can store personal
files, with 25 gigabytes.
In addition to a frequently asked
questions page on the TopperMail
home, Johnson said those needing help
with the new e-mail system should call
WKU’s IT desk at (270) 745-7000.
WKU is accepting additional feedback on the new e-mail system at TopperMailFeedback@topper.wku.edu.

in a row, and hopefully
we can go out and build
on it, especially when we
have people playing like
Jamal.”
Kahlil McDonald has
had his ups and downs
in Sun Belt play and has
recorded more turnovers
than assists in four of those
contests.
But Ken McDonald
has stuck with the junior
college transfer, opting to
bring Crook off the bench
for an energy boost.
And that’s just fine with
Crook.
“I love Kahlil playing,”
he said. “He gets it going,
and then I can come in and
bring energy up a notch. I
think it’s good. Whatever
situation that I’m in, I don’t

RICHARD
ANDERSON
Bowling Green
Junior

“I don’t like that they transitioned
so much, but it went to something familiar. I don’t like that
my e-mail is 20 characters, and I
don’t need that much space. But
if others do, so be it.”

have any problem coming
off the bench if I have to.”
Ken McDonald said
Saturday that he’s pleased
with the dynamic between
his two point guards.
It wasn’t the first rotation
he had in mind this season.
It wasn’t even the second.
But McDonald said the
Toppers have been making
the best of unexpected
situations all year.
“Sometimes dealing with
adversity as a group for the
first time — some of that
stuff could be in play,” he
said. “But they’re really
pulling for each other and
working hard, and they
have been for a while. It’s
just really good to see some
results that they can build
on.”

JAKE MARX
Burkesville
Sophomore

“It doesn’t really affect me, but
it seems impractical to change
what everybody is already used
to.”

■ SPORTS BRIEF
WKU athletes post
record semester
in classroom
Athletics Director Ross Bjork
told the Herald last Wednesday that
the average grade point average for
WKU’s student athletes during the
fall semester was 2.94, the highest
on record.
“That’s a great achievement,”
Bjork said. “There’s a lot of great
things happening academically that
we have to continue to promote and
be proud of.”
WKU’s athletic department also
reported in a press release issued
Sunday that the cumulative GPA of
the current student-athletes during
their total time at the school is 3.0,
which is also a record-high.
According to the release, 38

percent of WKU’s student-athletes
had a grade point average of 3.4 or
higher, and at least one from each
of the school’s 15 sports programs
made either the Dean’s or President’s List.
WKU is one of just five Sun
Belt Conference schools to exceed
the NCAA-required 925 Academic Progress Report Rate in every
men’s and women’s sport, according to the release.
In the last decade, 85 percent of
WKU’s student-athletes who have
exhausted their eligibility have
graduated.
“Our APR rates are still very
strong, and our graduation rates
are still very strong as well,” Bjork
said.
— Zach Greenwell

RESIDENTIAL COUNSELOR FOR SUMMER PROGRAMS
FOR GIFTED STUDENTS
Job Description and Qualiﬁcations
Western Kentucky University’s Center for Gifted Studies will employ 14-16 individuals to serve
as residential counselors for the two-week Summer Camp for Academically Talented Middle
School Students (June 12-June 24) and the three-week Summer Program for Verbally and
Mathematically Precocious Youth (June 26-July 16). Each counselor will have direct responsibility
for supervising the conduct and activities of 12-16 residential students when these students are
not in class. In addition, the counselor staff will be responsible for planning, implementing, and
supervising individual and group recreational activities for SCATS and VAMPY students in the
evenings and on weekends. The residential counselor staff will work under the direct supervision
of Dr. Julia Roberts, Director of The Center for Gifted Studies, and Mrs. Carolyn Hagaman,
Coordinator of Summer Programming.
Because the residential counselors must work closely with gifted young people and are expected to
serve as positive adult role models for these students, individuals selected for these positions must:
1. Have completed at least one year of college and be enrolled as a college
student or have a college degree,
2. Have demonstrated a high level of academic performance,
3. Be of high moral character,
4. Have had successful experience working with young people, and
5. Have recreational interests/skills which can be shared with young people.
Once selected, the individual is responsible for submitting a criminal background check.
Residential Counselors will live in the residence hall with the camp/program students and will
work seven days a week. The salary is $350 per week plus room and meals.
To apply, please send resume and cover letter to Dr. Julia Roberts at The Center for Gifted Studies
or to the Human Resources Department at Western Kentucky University.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: February 15, 2011
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HOWARD
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I like coming off the
bench,” she said. “She
(Cowles) told me I was
starting when I walked
in the locker room, and
I was just kind of like,
‘What?’ But I just had to
get myself mentally prepared for it and do what I
had to do.”
Despite Saturday being
a career night for Howard,
Cowles joked that it’s not
the most impressive performance she’s seen in her
time as coach.
“I’ve seen some great
productions,” she said.
“(Former player) Kenzie
(Rich) reminded her that
she only tied her record
for 3’s. Kenzie also reminded her that it only
took her nine shots.”
That didn’t matter to
Howard, though.
She said she was happier that her performance
led to a win.
“It was exciting,” she
said. “It felt really good. I
was just hoping with that

lead we had at the beginning of the game that we
could carry it over and put
our foot down and drag
teams like we know we
can.”
It also opens up more
offensive options for the
Lady Toppers.
Senior forward Arnika
Brown said when Howard — or anyone else for
that matter — is hitting
from outside, it confuses
the defense on whether
they’ll go inside or keep
shooting.
“Our team understands
when Coach Cowles puts
the emphasis on insideout,” Brown said. “When
we go dominant inside,
teams are going to react to
that. Then we kick it back
out, which is why Janae
hit seven 3’s (on Saturday).”
Howard said that if the
post and perimeter players
continue to complement
each other like they have
the past two games, they’ll
be hard to stop.
“That’s our motto,” she
said. “They can’t guard all
of it.”

JANUARY 25, 2011

FOOTBALL NOTEBOOK

Defensive coordinator interviews ongoing
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

It took Head Coach Willie Taggart
until mid-February to hire a defensive
coordinator last year, and it appears the
process will take a similar amount of
time this season.
Todd Stewart, WKU's senior associate athletic director, told the Herald
last Friday that Taggart is still interviewing candidates for the job, and
there's no timetable for a hire or announcement.
The position officially opened at
WKU on Dec. 9, when former defensive coordinator Clint Bowen resigned
to accept the same position at North
Texas.
WKU ranked 68th in the nation and
third in the Sun Belt Conference in total defense under Bowen in 2010, giving up 380 yards per game.
Joshua Parrott, who covers Louisiana-Lafayette for the Daily Advertiser,
reported on Twitter last Thursday that
Lance Guidry would be WKU's new
defensive coordinator.
But both Stewart and Deborah
Wilkins, WKU's chief of staff and general counsel, told the Herald that no

FLORIDA
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

WKU senior Nick Slattery said he
was pleased with the teams’ performances.
“We came back in good shape,”
he said. “We’re definitely making big
strides.”
Slattery said that despite the weather, the training was still some of the

TRACK
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“Mondays are our off days,” he
said. “When we weren’t at a competition, and it wasn’t Monday, we
were practicing.”
The Illini Classic, which took
place at the University of Illinois’
armory on Saturday, was the teams’
most recent event.
Senior Laura Iguane took first
in the women's weight throw at the
meet, setting a WKU record in the

final decision is imminent or has been
made.
Guidry was the defensive backs
coach at Miami (Ohio) for two seasons
before being named the Redhawks'
interim head coach for their meeting
with Middle Tennessee in the GoDaddy.
com Bowl on Jan. 6.
A source close to
the situation told the
Herald Saturday that
Guidry did interview
for WKU’s open position on Jan. 14.
The
website GUIDRY
FootballScoop.com
also previously reported that Guidry
had interviewed.
Guidry led Miami (Ohio) to a bowl
win over Middle Tennessee but wasn't
retained as permanent head coach.
Just eight days remain until college football’s National Signing Day
on Feb. 2, and it’s expected to be a big
day for the Toppers.
WKU had 15 public verbal commitments as of Monday afternoon, according to Rivals.com.

Six of the recruits have been labeled three-star prospects by the site.
Seven of the remaining are two-star
recruits, and two are unranked.
Eric Robinson-Berry, a three-star
defensive back from Indianapolis
Warren Central High School in Indiana, reportedly switched his commitment from Louisville to WKU on
Monday.
It was also confirmed Saturday
that former Florida safety Jonathan
Dowling has joined WKU, as the former four-star prospect participated in
a coaches vs. players basketball game
during halftime of the Toppers’ game
against Troy in Diddle Arena.
Dowling, who was rated the top
safety prospect in the nation in 2010 by
ESPN.com, was dismissed from Florida last season after reportedly clashing
with coach Urban Meyer and his staff.
He will likely have to sit out a season
as a transfer unless he is granted a
waiver by the NCAA.
Dowling hails from Southeast High
School in Bradenton, Fla., where Taggart attended Manatee High School.
Eight of WKU’s other recruits are
from Florida, with three also coming
from Southeast High.

most difficult the teams are likely to
face this year.
“It’s a long trip and it can be very
stressful — mentally and physically,”
he said.
Donahue agreed with Slattery that
the training can be a challenge.
“All of the workouts were pretty intense,” she said. “We had a lot of little
things to improve.”
Marchionda said that the teams
practiced several techniques while in

Florida, including finishes and fast
starts.
“I’d say I’m very pleased with
where we are at this point,” he said.
The teams have one more competition before the Sun Belt Conference championships at the end of
February.
The next meet will be at home
Saturday against Southern Illinois at
the Powell Natatorium in the Preston
Center.

process. Senior Toms Andersons
also won the men's high jump for
the second straight week.
Morehead said the results were
encouraging for such an early event.
“There were some bright spots
(at the Illini Classic) but it went
about how you’d expect the second
meet back to go,” he said.
Jenkins described the teams as
“young” and stressed the importance of maturing in the next few
weeks.
Of the teams’ 54 total members,
26 are freshmen or sophomores.

“We’ve got to continue to grow
up and make strides toward being
successful,” Jenkins said.
The teams will be in action this
Friday and Saturday at the Rod McCravy Invitational in Lexington.
Jenkins said the teams still have
plenty to learn, but they will prepare
by continuing to work throughout
the week.
“This week we’re going to continue to train and work on the nuances of how to conduct yourself
and compete at a larger meet,” he
said.

Recruiting gains steam
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SWIMMING & DIVING

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Swim teams
pleased
with Florida
training trip
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

Training under the Florida sun seems to
have helped the WKU swimming and diving teams grow over the break.
The men’s and women’s teams were
in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., from Jan. 5-19
to train, Head Coach Bruce Marchionda
said.
Marchionda described the teams’ performances as “phenomenal.”
“So many (swimmers) did a great job,”
he said. “This was one of the best camps
in years.”
Marchionda, who was
recently recognized as a
Coach of Excellence in
2010 by the American
Swimming Coaches Association, also credited the
good weather in making
workouts more pleasurable.
Temperatures in Ft. MARCHIONDA
Lauderdale hovered in the
70s throughout the two weeks.
Senior Claire Donahue has gone to Florida with the team each of the past four years
and said this year’s camp was one of the
best she’s been to.
“This was definitely one of our most
successful trips,” she said. “Everyone put a
lot of effort into the training.”
The teams were also in competition in
Florida. Both teams won the scheduled
meet with Indian River State College, located in central Florida, on Jan. 15.
Indian River State has one of the most
successful swimming and diving programs
in the country, with the men’s team winning
36 consecutive National Junior College
Athletic Association swimming championships. The women’s team has also won 29
championships in a row.
Donahue said the teams faced many
challenges against Indian River State, including fatigue.
“We were pretty tired at the meet,” she
said. “It was a good mental challenge.”
SEE FLORIDA, PAGE 12

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Sophomore guard Jamal Crook shoots free throws while WKU's student section cheers him on in the ﬁrst half of their home game
against Troy. Crook played for 20 minutes and recorded eight points, nine assists and eight rebounds. WKU won 77-58.

Starting point
Crook, McDonald putting point guard drama to bed
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

The point guard position has been a
revolving door for WKU this season.
But Head Coach Ken McDonald said
the Toppers (7-11, 2-4 Sun Belt Conference) might finally be ready to settle
down with a permanent duo.
Junior Kahlil McDonald and sophomore Jamal Crook have split the point
guard duties since the beginning of
2011, bringing some much-needed consistency to the position.
“Kahlil’s maturing as well on the
job,” Ken McDonald said. “He’s a twoguard that’s playing the point. He’s mak-

ing better decisions, and Jamal gives us
great energy off the bench. He gives us a
running game more, and he’s continuing
to get better defensively. It’s two different guys.”
Crook was expected to split his playing time with another point guard at the
beginning of the season. It was just supposed to be junior Ken Brown.
The two worked hand-in-hand for the
first month of the season before Brown
was dismissed from the team for a violation of WKU’s academic policy on Dec.
11.
Freshman Brandon Peters slid into
the starting role after a move from shooting guard and immediately impressed,

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

but the Toppers then hit another glitch.
Peters was ruled academically ineligible for the remainder of the season on
Jan. 1 based on his first-semester grades.
Suddenly, it was up to WKU to find another option.
The coaching staff opted to move
Kahlil McDonald from shooting guard
to the point, a switch that’s paid dividends recently.
McDonald and Crook have recorded
a combined 37 assists in six Sun Belt
games. Crook has been especially impressive, totaling 23 assists and just
eight turnovers.
SEE POINT, PAGE 11

TRACK & FIELD

Howard leading Lady Tops' resurgence Young track teams
ﬁnd improvement
over winter break

By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

It’s been an up-anddown season for sophomore forward Janae
Howard.
Since
transferring
from Louisville after her
freshman year, she’s had
her share of both success
and struggle. She’s also
been sidelined for a period of time this season,
battling calf and shin injuries.
But through the Lady
Toppers’ latest two-game
winning streak, Howard’s
been a mark of consistency.
She came off the
bench to score 16 points
and grab five rebounds
against Florida Atlantic on Jan. 16 and was
rewarded with a start
against Troy on Saturday.
It was Howard’s first
start since the Central
Florida game on Nov.
27, and she made the
most of it — exploding for 30 points and
five rebounds. She also

By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Sophomore forward Janae Howard slaps hands with her teammates in center court of
Diddle Arena during their Saturday afternoon game against Troy. Howard scored 11 baskets
and seven three-point shots for a total of 30 points. WKU won 92-76.

finished 7-for-11 from
3-point range.
Head Coach Mary
Taylor Cowles said Howard’s recent play isn’t a
surprise to her.
“We’ve seen enough
to know that Janae Howard is a very talented basketball player,” Cowles

FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

said. “She had a hot hand Howard’s play on Satur(on Saturday), and her day could likely land her
teammates continued to a spot back in the starting
lineup.
find her.
“When players get in
But Howard said it
a zone like that — and doesn’t matter to her
we’ve all seen players do whether she starts or
that — it’s fun to sit back comes off the bench.
and watch.”
Cowles
suggested SEE HOWARD, PAGE 12

meet not thinking about the
jump,” Smith said.
Head Coach Eric Jenkins
has been impressed with
Smith’s performances.
“Any time you have
someone performing that
well, you hope it can filter to
the rest of the team,” he said.
Smith isn’t the only athlete who has stepped up,
though. WKU currently
has athletes ranked in the
top 50 nationally in 11
events.
Assistant Coach Craig
Morehead was pleased with
the teams’ performances
and said the athletes were
largely responsible for their
work over winter break.
“Over the break we relied
on the kids to do their part
and get some work in while
they were away,” he said.
Morehead said the teams
started practicing together
again at WKU on Jan. 4
and have been practicing
consistently since then.

The track and field teams
at WKU had productive
breaks, with winning performances in three meets
through several record-setting individual showings.
The teams participated in
the Kentucky Invitational in
Lexington, the Ed Temple
Classic in Nashville and the
Illini Classic in Champaign,
Ill., over the break.
Several members turned
in exceptional performances, including junior Sharika
Smith, who is currently
ranked third in the country
in the triple jump event.
Smith, along with junior
Dante Sales and sophomore
Shadrack Kipchirchir, have
already earned Athlete of the
Week honors from the Sun
Belt Conference this season.
Smith said she’s improved this season by finding ways to keep herself
calm before events.
“I try to come into the SEE TRACK, PAGE 12
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